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office have a one-week period beginning
May 11 and ending on May 15. Contact
the Franklin County Election Office
(www.co.franklin.wa.us/auditor, 545-3538) or
visit the County Courthouse on 4th Avenue
for more information.

Adoption of the district boundaries in March
was the conclusion of a four month decision
process for the City Council in which the
Council reviewed several considerations

for redrawing the district boundaries.

These included the Pasco Municipal Code
which requires districts to have no more
than a 10% population variance from one
another (growth in the City has been rapid
enough to trigger this redrawing process
nearly every 2 years in the past 16 years);
State law which sets guidelines on district
composition, communities of interest, and
identifiable boundaries; and possible issues
under the Federal Voting Rights Act, to
assure fair representation for all voters.

State law provides that, where districts

are utilized, primary elections will be for
districts only, but general elections are
held on a City-wide basis. However, a
recent Federal judicial decision affecting
the City of Yakima requires that all voting
be done by district only. The City Council
is still considering district-only voting as a
possible option prior to finalizing a decision
for the 2015 elections.

Road 80 Area Annexation
Committee Forms

In January this year, the City Council approved the
formation of a committee to review and verify the
facts associated with a potential annexation of the
unincorporated “donut hole” area west of Road 80.

The committee has been formed and consists
of 15 residents/property owners in the area
who have the opportunity to thoroughly review
annexation issues and an existing annexation
fact matrix, and prepare a statement which will
be shared with all residents prior to any further
action by the City on the annexation proposal.
A very similar process was used in 2012 for
annexation of an area east of Road 68.

The committee is expected to review the different
costs and regulations associated with property
ownership in the unincorporated donut hole and the
City. The intent of this effort is to make sure that
each resident or property owner in the Road 80 area
has the opportunity to learn the facts and to have
their questions answered. For more information,
visit www.pasco-wa.gov/annexation or call 545-3441.

Memorial Park Upgrades
Continuing

It has been an exciting couple of years at Memorial
Park with the addition of the Kiwanis Shelter and a
new accessible playground. This year the City will
be undertaking a project which includes the addition
of asphalt trails linking all the shelters, playground
and restrooms for easy access. Planning is also
underway to add a concession facility for the pool
and park during the summertime when the pool is
in operation. Bring a lunch and have a picnic as you
plan for a day at Memorial Pool this summer- season
passes are now available for individuals and families.
It’s the best deal around to stay cool this summer!

HOLIDAY OBSERVANCE

City offices will be closed:

Monday, May 25

for Memorial Day

For more information about the City,
visit our website at www.pasco-wa.gov

Go Downtown for Farmer’s
Market and Cinco de Mayo

As longer days and warmer weather returns

— thoughts begin to turn to the opening of the
Pasco Farmers Market and the annual Cinco de
Mayo celebration!

These two events in Downtown Pasco signal the
beginning of the summer season and a new page

in Downtown revitalization efforts. As the City
begins the “spring cleaning” for the opening day of
the Farmers Market and Cinco de Mayo, there are
likewise efforts underway to engage in a significant
public outreach effort for community input. The
planned Lewis Street overpass and the transition
from the overpass into the Downtown street system
provides the starting point for leveraging the public
infrastructure investment with the community
vision for an attractive Downtown Center at or near
4th Avenue and Lewis Street. The design of this
location in Downtown will “set the bar” for future
improvements for the rest of the Downtown area.

A professional design and community involvement
team has been assembled by the City to kick

off this outreach effort and partner with the
Downtown Pasco Development Authority to gather
input from Downtown businesses and property
owners. One of those opportunities for input will be
Downtown at the annual Cinco de Mayo celebration
on Saturday, May 2nd. Be sure to stop by the City’s
booth and be a part of Pasco’s future!



